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DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE  LANDS 


MARC  RACICOT,  GOVERNOR 


(406)  444-2074 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 


162S  ELEVENTH  AVENUE 
HELENA,  MONTANA  S9620-1601 


P.O.  BOX  201601 


August  13,  1993 


Dear  Reader: 


Enclosed  for  your  review  is  an  Environmental  Assessment  (EA) 
prepared  by  the  Department  of  State  Lands  (DSL) .     The  EA 
evaluates  a  proposal  by  Montana  Resources.     The  proposal  is  for 
soil  salvage  on  the  north  side  of  the  Yankee  Doodle  tailing 
impoundment  at  the  mining  complex  in  Butte,  Montana. 

The  DSL  intends  to  permit  this  proposal  as  soon  as  the 
reclamation  bond  is  received.     The  tailing  is  rising  inches  per 
day  and  valuable  soil  for  reclamation  is  being  lost.     The  DSL 
will  use  this  EA,  and  the  salvage  proposal  to  make  a  final 
decision  on  the  permit.     The  decision  may  be  to  approve  the 
proposal,  or  to  deny  the  proposal.     The  Mno  action"  or  denial 
alternative  is  not  recommended. 

A  public  meeting  has  not  been  scheduled  for  this  project. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  consideration.     Please  call  Bob 
Winegar,  Dept.  of  State  Lands  (444  2074)  if  you  have  any 
guestions  or  comments. 

Sincerely, 


Patrick  Plant enberg 
Reclamation  Specialist 
Hard  Rock  Bureau 
Reclamation  Division 
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"AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER" 


ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT 

APPLICANT:      Montana  Resources     Operating  Permit  00030A  

TYPE  OF  OPERATION:  Copper/Molvbdenum  mine.  Soil  Salvage  and  Access  Road  Amendment 
(see  attachment  1) 

LOCATION:  Butte.  Montana   COUNTY:  Silver  Bow  

PERSON  PREPARING  E. A.:  Patrick  Plantenberg  

APPLICATION  COMPLETE:    July  30.  1993  E.A.  COMPLETE:     August  12.  1993 

Date  Date 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS 

A 

B 

C 

LONG 
TERM 

SHORT 
TERM 

AMPLIFICATION 

PHYalLAL  EJN  ViKONMEN  1 

1.  TOPOGRAPHY 

X 

2.  GEOLOGY:  Stability 

X 

3.  SOILS:  Oualitv.  Distribution 

X 

4.  WATER:  Oualitv:  Ouantitv: 
Distribution 

X 

5.  AIR;  Quality 

X 

6.  UNIOUE.  ENDANGERED.  FRA- 
GILE, or  LIMITED  environmental 
resources 

X 

BIOLOGICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

1.  TERRESTRIAL.  AVIAN,  and 
AOUATIC;  species  and  habitats 

X 

2.  VEGETATION:  quantity,  quality, 
species 

X 

3.  AGRICULTURE:  grazing,  crops 
production 

X 

HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

1.  SOCIAL:  structures  and  mores 

X 

2.  CULTURAL  uniqueness,  diversity 

X 

3.  POPULATION:  quantity  and 
diversity 

X 

4.  HOUSING:  quantity  and 
distribution 

X 

POTENTIAL  IMPACTS 

A 

B 

C 

LONG 
TERM 

SHORT 
TERM 

AMPLIFICATION 

5.  HUMAN  HEALTH  &  SAFETY 

X 

6.  COMMUNITY  &  PERSONAL 
INCOME 

X 

7.  EMPLOYMENT:  auantitv  and 
distribution 

X 

8.  TAX  BASE:  local  and  state  tax 
revenue 

X 

9.  GOVERNMENT  SERVICES: 
demand 

X 

10.  INDUSTRIAL.  COMMERCIAL 
and  AGRICULTURAL  activities 

X 

11.  HISTORICAL  and 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

X 

12.  AESTHETICS 

X 

13.  ENVIRONMENTAL  PLANS  and 
GOALS:  local  and  regional 

X 

14.  DEMANDS  on  ENVIRON- 
MENTAL  RESOURCES  of  land, 
water,  air  and  energy 

X 

15.  TRANSPORTATION:  networks 
and  traffic  flows 

X 

PUBLIC  INVOLVEMENT:  Public  notice  published  in  Montana  Standard.  August  1.  1993 


ALTERNATIVES  CONSIDERED:  No  action  -  this  alternative  continues  to  waste  soil:  access  to  C  north  pushback  in 
current  permit  boundary  is  unsafe.  

COMPLIANCE  STATUS:  No  outstanding  noncompliances  

RECOMMENDATIONS  CONCERNING  PREPARATION  OF  AN  EIS:  None  required  at  this  level  of  disturbance  


OTHER  GROUPS  OR  AGENCIES  CONTACTED  OR  WHICH  MAY  HAVE  OVERLAPPING  JURISDICTION: 


INDIVIDUALS  OR  GROUPS  CONTRIBUTING  TO  THIS  EA:  Peter  Werner,  Jeff  Snyder 

A:  Significant  Unavoidable  Impacts 

B:  Insignificant  as  a  result  of  conditioned  mitigation 

C:  Insignificant  as  proposed 


Signature 


Attachment  1 


Montana  Resources,  Operating  Permit  00030A 
Amendment  for  Permit  Boundary  Change  to  Salvage  Soil  below  the  6240  Contour 
and  to  Construct  an  Access  Road  to  C  north  Pushback 
Summary  of  the  Proposed  Action 

Montana  Resources  (MR)  submitted  an  application  on  June  16,  1993  to  amend  operating  permit  00030A  to 
facilitate  soil  salvage  from  below  the  6240  contour  north  of  the  Yankee  Doodle  tailings  impoundment.  In  addition, 
Montana  Resources  requested  another  permit  boundary  adjustment  to  allow  for  the  construction  of  an  access  road  to  the 
C  north  pushback  in  the  East  Continental  Pit. 

MR  proposes  to  salvage  46,000  cy  of  soil  in  1993  below  the  current  permit  boundary  at  the  6240  contour.  This 
soil  was  not  to  be  salvaged  as  part  of  the  original  Operating  Permit  00030A  reclamation  requirements.  MR  has 
proposed  to  expand  the  permit  boundary  to  the  6300  contour  as  shown  on  Exhibit  I  submitted  to  DSL  on  June  16,  1993. 
This  would  add  an  additional  62  acres  to  the  operating  permit  0O030A.  Only  11  acres  are  proposed  for  disturbance  to 
store  soil  and  to  access  the  salvage  and  storage  piles. 

MR  also  proposes  to  build  an  access  road  to  the  C  north  pushback  in  the  East  Continental  pit  area.  As  mine 
planning  studies  have  evolved  since  the  East  Continental  Pit  was  permitted,  MR  has  realized  that  the  original  operating 
permit  boundary  will  not  allow  a  reasonable  access  road  grade.  Several  alternative  access  routes  were  considered  by 
MR  and  all  of  them  required  an  extension  of  the  permit  boundary.  The  preferred  route  for  grade  and  haul  route  length 
would  add  47  acres  to  the  permit  boundary  of  which  a  maximum  of  14  acres  would  be  disturbed  for  road  construction. 

The  current  permit  area  for  00030A  is  1798.7  acres.  The  amendment  will  increase  the  permitted  area  by  109 
acres.  MR  has  operating  permits  0O030,0O030A,  00041,  and  00108  which  comprise  5103  acres.  This  will  increase  the 
permitted  acres  in  the  Butte  mining  complex  to  5212.  The  number  of  disturbed  acres  will  increase  by  25  acres.  The 
amendment  does  not  increase  the  area  permitted  to  be  mined  or  area  for  deposition  of  tailings  and  waste  rock. 
Disturbance  is  limited  to  soil  storage  areas,  access  roads  to  soil  storage  areas,  and  access  roads  to  previously  permitted 
mine  wall  pushbacks. 

MR  and  DSL  are  currently  in  the  process  of  a  reclamation  plan  review  as  part  of  the  Metal  Mine  Reclamation 
Act.  This  amendment  has  resulted  from  a  demand  by  DSL  that  MR  attempt  to  recover  salvageable  soil  in  the  permit 
area.  The  need  for  an  access  road  to  the  C  north  pushback  has  resulted  from  the  review  of  existing  permits  and  formal 
definition  of  existing  permit  boundaries. 


The  request  for  an  amendment  has  been  reviewed  and  DSL  has  concluded  that  the  environmental  impacts 
resulting  from  the  proposed  actions  would  be  insignificant,  therefore  an  environmental  impact  statement  is  unnecessary. 


